Remarks 

Reconsideration and allowance of the subject application are respectfully 

solicited. 

Claims 1-14 are now pending in the application, with Claims 1, 2 and 14 
being independent. Claims 15 and 16 have been cancelled without prejudice. Claims 1, 8, 
13 and 14 have been amended herein. 

Claims 1, 3, 4, 7, 8, 1 1, 13 and 14 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102 as 
being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,248,210 (Schulz). Claim 2 was rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 103 as being unpatentable over Schulz . Claims 5, 6, 12, 15 and 16 were rejected 
under § 103 as being unpatentable over Schulz in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,297,018 
(Kashimura Y Claims 9 and 10 were rejected under § 103 as being unpatentable over 
Schulz in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,447,188 (Ishizaki). These rejections are respectfully 
traversed. 

Independent Claim 2, recites, inter alia , that holding means holds printing 
means such that the printing means is held at a position where the printing means overlies 
reversal means. Such as relationship can achieve a small installation area (footprint) for 
the printing apparatus. Furthermore, with the arrangement of the deflection means and the 
reversal means, even if an ink droplet drops from the printing means which overlies the 
reversal means, the dropped ink can be absorbed by the printing medium so that other 
components of the apparatus are not stained with the dropped ink. 

In the ink jet printer of Schulz . sheets are fed from a sheet-feeder roller 6 
between two adjacent rollers 7, 8, which deflect the sheet into a guide trough 10, which 
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guides the sheet upward through baffle element 1 1 and into a nip formed between conveyor 
rollers 12, 13. 

However, Applicants respectfully submit that Schulz does not disclose that 
the printing head 15 overlies reversal means. Accordingly, Schulz fails to disclose or 
suggest important features of the present invention recited in independent Claim 2. 

Independent Claim 1 recites, inter alia, that the printing means is located 
above the paper-feeding means and that an ink tank is arranged above the printing means. 
Claim 14 recites that the ink jet printing head is arranged above a pickup roller and that an 
ink tank is disposed above or below the printing head. These arrangements also enable the 
printing or image- forming apparatus to achieve a smaller installation area (footprint). 

In Schulz , printing head 15 is disposed opposite sheet-feeder roller 6, not 
above the roller. Thus, Schulz also fails to disclose or suggest important features recited in 
the independent Claims 1 and 14. 

Kashimura was cited for teaching the proportions of an outer case member 
of a recording apparatus. Ishizaki was cited for teaching an angular orientation of a sheet 
container. However, these citations are not believed to remedy the deficiencies of Schulz 
noted above with respect to the independent claims. 

Thus, independent Claims 1, 2 and 14 are patentable over the citations of 
record. Reconsideration and withdrawal of the §§102 and 103 rejections are respectfully 
requested. 

For the foregoing reasons, Applicants respectfully submit that the present 
invention is patentably defined by independent Claims 1, 2 and 14. Dependent Claims 3- 
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13 are also allowable, in their own right, for defining features of the present invention in 
addition to those recited in their respective independent claims. Individual consideration of 
the dependent claims is requested. 

This Amendment After Final Rejection is an earnest attempt to advance 
prosecution and reduce the number of issues, and is believed to clearly place this 
application in condition for allowance. This Amendment was not earlier presented because 
Applicants earnestly believed that the prior Amendment placed the subject application in 
condition for allowance. Accordingly, entry of this Amendment under 37 CFR 1 . 1 16 is 
respectfully requested. 

Applicants submit that the present application is in condition for allowance. 
Favorable reconsideration, withdrawal of the rejections set forth in the above-noted Office 
Action, and an early Notice of Allowability are requested. 



Applicants' undersigned attorney may be reached in our Washington, D.C. 
office by telephone at (202) 530-1010. All correspondence should continue to be directed 
to our below-listed address. 



Respectfully submitted, 



FITZPATRICK, CELLA, HARPER & SCINTO 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 101 12-3801 
Facsimile: (212)218-2200 



MAW\tnt 
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Mark A. Williamson 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 33,628 
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